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1. Introduction

4. Experiments & Results

(b) Prompt Tuning Results

(a) Main Results

5. Takeaways
→ A fine-tuned RoBERTa classifier vastly outperforms both open-weight and top-notch 
proprietary LLMs in zero-shot fine-grained populism identification. 

→ Although LLMs struggle with the ambiguity and contextualization of populism detection, 
the best-performing models perform on a comparable level to human (student) annotators.

🤗 Resources 📖 Paper

👀 Large Language Models (LLMs) have demonstrated remarkable capabilities 

across a wide range of instruction-following tasks, yet their grasp of nuanced social 
science concepts remains underexplored. 

🕵 We examine whether LLMs can identify and classify fine-grained forms of 

populism, a complex and contested concept in both academic and media debates.  
 

Working Definition - A discursive approach  
(Laclau, 2005; Stavrakakis, 2024; Aslanidis, 2024) 

 
Populism leverages the principle of popular sovereignty to emphasize the idea of the 
common “people” and its opposition to various elite groups that game the system to 
serve their own ends. — Two core elements: 
 
(i) people-centrism: positive sentiment towards “the people” 
(ii) anti-elitism: negative sentiment towards “elites” 

We release 3 new datasets: 

(a) TRUMP 2016: 70 annotated presidential campaign speeches 
(~15K sentences) by Donald Trump during the Republican Party 
primaries and the 2016 presidential campaign. 

(b) TRUMP CHRONOS: 713 non-annotated speeches (~656k 
sentences) by Donald Trump, ranging over a decade from June 
2015 to April 2025. 

(c) EU-OOD: 6 speeches by 5 selected European (🇫🇷🇩🇪🇦🇹🇬🇷) leaders 
who recently ran for office and are widely considered to have 
relied on populist discourse during their campaigns.

2. Datasets / Examples

(e) Pol-Sci RQs and Analysis

(c) Meta Analysis

Note: Populist invocations appear relatively sparse in political 
discourse, even in the case of a characteristically populist 
politician (93% neutral, 6% anti-elitism, 3% people-centrism)

(d) Out-Of-Distribution


